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EIGHTEEN THESES, 


ILLUSTRATING THE PRINCIPLES OF Hom@opaTHY, ACCORDING TO THEIR 
TRUE SENSE AND SCIENTIFIC ACCEPTATION, ADDRESSED TO THE 
FRIENDS AND OPPONENTS OF THAT METHOD OF CURE, BY Dr. Paut 


Wor or Drespen. 





Translated from the German, by C. F. MATLACK, M. D. 





(Continuation. ) 


Ir to such a process the name of a causal cure is not granted, 
it must be denied on the part of such practitioners only, who 
treated the Asiatic cholera strictly under the belief of its being an 
inflammatory affection of the spinal marrow, a febris intermittens 
perniciosa, a primary decomposition of the blood, or according 
to any other of the innumerable views entertained concerning 
the nature, or substratum of that disease. These physicians 
would doubtless have a right to reproach the Homeeopathists as 
well as those of the old school, for not treating the cause, if it is 
understood thereby, that to constitute a causal cure, a true know- 
ledge of the cause need not be premised, but that it is sufficient 
to substitute an hypothesis, and to make it the basis of the medical 
treatment. 

When the phenomena of the disease are so conditioned, that 
we are totally unable to discern the internal affection, we cer- 
tainly pay exclusive and strict attention to the totality of the 
symptoms. When the substratum is ambiguous, when just as 
many probable reasons decide for the one as for the other, in 
a case for example, wherein one practitioner believes that he has 
acase of plethora venosa abdominalis, another, a nervous affection. 
a third, an anomalous gout, &c. we also adhere pre-eminently to 
the totality of the symptoms, but under such circumstances we 
do not wholly renounce speculation, so that if the curative end 
should not be attained by that process, we may also employ as 
indicans, the more plausible opinion concerning the nature of the 


primitive suffering. 
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When the totality of the symptoms presents primary and 
secondary groups, it is a problem with the Homeopathic physi- 
cian to find that remedy which the most completely answers ty 
the character of the suffering expressed in the first. But among 
several remedies which appear to him equally suited, he un. 
questionably selects that one, which covers in addition the most 
important symptoms of the secondary group (for instance, pain. 
ful sensations in the head, dizziness, &c., as concomitant phenom- 
ena of a gastric affection), under the conviction that a remedy, 
which, together with the primary condition answers also im. 
mediately to the concomitant, is the best adapted to excite the 
organism to beneficial re-action. We cannot believe, that the 
charge of not effecting a causal cure is applicable to us, on 
account of entertaining these views. 

We hope it will be clear to those of our opponents who are 
actuated by an unprejudiced judgment, that we regard the per- 
ceptions of the disease which are derived through the senses no 
more than themselves, in the light of materials which do not re. 
quire further elaboration, and the deductions of reason ; that like 
them, we hold the removal of the remote cause for the most 
needful and first indication; that we reject the light offered by 
the anamnesis, in estimating the morbid condition, as little as 
themselves; that we regard the primary and secondary condition 
as well as they; that equally with them, we avail ourselves of 
the present standing of medical science for a knowledge of the 
internal cause. It must then be evident, that the distinction 
consists only ia this: that we do not give ourselves up to the 
self-delusion to suppose, that our present measure of knowledge 
is sufficient to enable us to trace the morbid phenomena on all 
occasions fully to their cause, and upon this to found the treat- 
ment; that we consider much as significant, and worthy of 
observation of which we do not know the organic basis; that, 
however, we do not borrow from daily changing hypotheses a 
motive for the method to be persued; that we do not, therefore, 
take our opinions of the internal cause, the abstractum of the 
symptoms, as the so/e indicans (in which the symptoms figure 
only as a caput mortuum), but the abstractum together with the 
totality of the symptoms, is the ordinary indicans. There are 
differences, which, as has been already mentioned, spring from 
the divergence of the two schools; the one school aims at curing 
with remedies selected in conformity to certain methods, the 
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other with specific remedies strictly adapted to the concrete 
case. The differences, however, are not at all of a kind which 
would justify the adherents of the old school in making the ob- 
servation of the cause a point of distinction, and to vindicate it 
as an advantage of theirs in opposition to the Homeopathic 
hysicians. — From the acknowledgement that in those cases in 
which the cause of the totality of the symptoms is not to be known, 
we confine our attention exclusively to the latter, if our adver- 
saries would infer, that, at least, they practise causally in more 
cases than we do; we might in reply remind them, that between 
willing to treat causally and doing so in fact, there is a great 
difierence, which is not removed by illusory explanations; that 
the plan of treatment may often be in strict accordance with the 
highest deductions of reason, and yet in determining that treat- 
ment we perceive far more clearly the influence of the symptoms 
than that of the most penetrating views regarding the nature of 
the disease; that the most different reasons are assigned why 
the same treatment has been salutary, according to the diversity 
of views held by different physicians; and that the desire to treat 
the case causally does not exempt the physician of the old school 
from the necessity of treating serious forms of disease by means 
of remedies called empirical, because the causal relations of the 
case cannot be traced, and yet with such remedies good causal 
cures are, in fact, performed. Moreover, it should not be for- 
gotten what a strictly causal relation is expressed in the principle 
of Homeopathy, viz: of curing local diseases, so called, solely 
by general remedies; morbid secretions solely by regulating the 
abnormal activity of the respective organ; and finally, that, in 
one respect, at least, a causal cure is clearly known to us, namely, 
the relation of the remedy to the disease. 
10.—Nothing is more groundless than the attempt to draw a 
parallel between the Homeopathic method, and that which in an 
ignoble sense is called the symptomatic, designating a treatment 
that either combats a single troublesome secondary symptom 
solely, or all the symptoms simultaneously, with a remedy not 
adapted to the nature of tne disease, or with one altogether 
hurtful. The treating of individual symptoms stands in palpable 
opposition to the fundamental proposition “the totality of the 
symptoms should be the only indication.”* 
* Our opponents do not appear to estimate the phrase “ totality of the symptoms” 
nor to accept it in the sense which it nevertheless expresses, in a manner perfectly 
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The suppression of the symptoms with the small doses which 
the Homeeopathist employs, the activity of which depends solely 
upon its relation as a specific to the concrete case, is less easy 
than for the physician of the old school, who has more certain 
means for the purpose. If it should, nevertheless, once occur 
(we will not pronounce it impossible) it would not be the result 
of a rude empirical invasion of the symptoms, an intentiona] 
disregard of the nature of the disease, but only an accidental] 
error, or the effect of our inability to discover it. Our medica] 
opponents will scarcely entertain the opinion, that the one or the 
other of these circumstances may not occur to them. We would 
not, however, at all object, if our method of treatment were called 
symptomatic (on account of the great value which we attach to 
the symptoms in practice); yet we cannot admit that to such a 
qualification there should be opposed that of a causal or rationa| 
treatment, as expressive of the differential relation of the two 


schools. 


clear. As proof we shall here cite a passage from the book of Dr. Eisenmann (“the 
examination of Homeopathy stated in plain language,” 1834). The author adduces 
two cases from his own practice, the one (p. 31 seq.) is that of a shoemaker who 
vomited every thing he ate, except radishes, and who wasted away to a mere skeleton. 


Proceeding upon the supposition “that no benefit could be derived from medicines, 
as every rational means selected with the utmost circumspection had hitherto proved 
fruitless, that the symptoms indicated obstructions in the abdominal viscera, to 
which the patient was predisposed by his occupation, but that no organic complaint 
of the stomach was indicated, and knowing that cold water and exercise operated 
very beneficially in many abdominal diseases” the doctor directed his patient to 
walk daily to a spring about a league distant, and there to drink as much cold water 
as he could; in this manner he was relieved of his ailments, and the doctor sent him 
to Kissingen to establish the cure. 

The second patient was the wife of a director of the forest (p. 61). “This good 
woman imayined that she suffered only of spasms, but they appeared to me extremely 
suspicious. After some examination of the case I made the sorrowful disclosure to 
her husband, that his wife laboured under induration of the stomach, which, in all 
human probability would cause her death.” This event accordingly happened as 
was predicted, and a post mortem examination confirmed the diagnosis. 

Of the reflexions accompanying these reports, in which the Homeopathists are 
accused of ignorance, we shall only quote what relates to Homeopathy from p. 65. 
“The Homeopathist in the preceding case would have reasoned thus: This woman 
suffers of vomiting and emaciation, we must, therefore, give her a remedy which 
occasions vomiting and emaciation, and ghe will be cured. Whether the vomiting 
arise from an inflammation of the stomach, or intestines, or spinal marrow, or an 
affection of the kidneys or uterus, or whether it be owing to an indigestion, great 
irritability of the stomach, poison which had been swallowed or to induration of the 
stomach (for these and many other causes may produce vomiting) is no concern of 
the Homeopathist ; to him the case of the shoemaker and that of the forest director's 
wife are of the same import, for both suffer of vomiting, both are emaciated, he, 
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11.— We cannot hinder our critics from believing or from 
asserting, that the Homeopathic physician may entirely dispense 
with the treasures of their knowledge. We will here only add 
to what has already been said upon this subject, that the selection 
of a Homeeopathic remedy is not a mere mechanical process, re- 
quiring only an effort of memory or a recourse to registers, but 
that it demands the most comprehensive examination, and pre- 
supposes an extensive acquaintance with medical doctrines: a 
knowledge, which in many cases must appear to the Homeo- 
pathist more necessary, than it would to the physician of the old 
school. We cast back most decidedly the groundless aspersion, 
that the Homeeopathic physician, in his method of treatment, can 
dispense with the knowledge of anatomy, physiology, etivlogy, 
nosology, pathological and comparative anatomy. and we again 
repeat, that the knowledge of what is clearly established in all 
these doctrines is entirely indispensable to him. The marks of 


therefore, administers the same remedy to both, and to both he promises a 


” 
. 








cure 
Less harsh in our judgment than Dr. Eisenmann, we freely acknowledge the 


merit of the cure in the first case, and of the true diagnosis in the second, and we 
only admire how it should have escaped so perspicacious an author, that a physician 
who practises as he represents, would reject the principle of directing his treatment 
“according to the totality of the symptoms.” (Hahn. Org. §. 7, note 2 Amer. Edit. 
“A single existing symptom is no more the disease itself than a single leg constitutes 
the entire of the human body.”) If, in a given case, no other symptoms were 
present then vomiting, Dr. Eisenmann would no more be able to make out a diagnosis 
of inflammation of the stomach, intestines, spinal marrow, or a disease of the kidneys, 
uterus, &&c. than a Homeopathist. He could affect this only by means of the known 
diagnostic tokens, which specially express the locality and nature of these diseases, 
and therefore by symptoms existing in addition to the vomiting, and which only 
constitute collectively with this, the totality of the morbid phenomena. Are pain, 
its kind, seat, continuance or intermission, increase or diminution by touch or pres. 
sure, appearance of the secretions and excretions, thirst, nausea, temperature of the 
skin, pulse, intensity and duration of the complaints, periodical increase, &c. any 
other than symptoms? are they extant only for the physician of the old school? The 
reason which is not more nearly assigned wherefore the symptoms appeared so sus- 
picious to Dr. Eisenmann, that he was induced to make out a diagnosis of induration 
of the stomach, cannot be any thing else but the presence of one or more morbid 
symptoms besides the vomiting (of which none of the particulars are given) and the 
emaciation. 

We give in the preceding representation the type of innumerable similar instances 
of disregard to what is by no means indistinctly expressed by the phrase: “totality 
of all the morbid phenomena,” and also of the convenient attempt to contrast the 
practice of the more profound physician of the old school, with the superficial method 
of the Homeopathist, who, it seems, does not need such knowledge and acuteness, 
and with all this, the certain presumption that the Homeopathic physician would 


have promised a cure in both cases, is in excellent keeping. 
4* 
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distinction between the two schools lie in the Materia Medic, 
and the Therapeutics, and not at all in different views concerning 
the value of the doctrines just enumerated. We consider mep 
who without professional instruction undertake to cure Home». 
pathically, not as physicians but as dilettanti, such as the old 
method also produces, and whom we do not authorize, moreover 
we consider physicians who believe that these fundamenta| 
doctrines of Medicine may be dispensed with, as labouring jy 
another school than ours: we cannot and will not share their 
merits, nor apprepriate to ourselves any part of the opposition 
which they may receive. 

12. — In forming a judgment of the Hahnemannean work on 
Chronic Diseases, it should not be forgotten, that the primary 
motive to its production, the assertion, namely, that proportionab]; 
a large number of chronic diseases resist a perfect cure, is un- 
fortunately true. Abundant instances are not wanting of im. 
provement in the worst forms of such cases, but it not less 
frequently occurs, that one or more little symptoms remain, or 
after being suppressed, again burst forth. ‘They may, indeed, 
be tolerated by the patient, but the physician must be convinced 
that the pre-existing health of the individual is not fully restored. 
ft is known that Hahnemann’s conclusions which brought him 
to the theory of psora, were originally the result of observation. 
He observed that individual complaints apparently extinguished, 
after several years of excellent health on the part of the patient, 
may, after unassignable or very trivial causes, return and evince 
far greater obstinacy than at first; and a patient being liberated 
irom one form of disease, after a longer or shorter term of 
good health, is afterwards visited with a series of alternative 
maladies, which after close observation can be regarded only as 
metaschematismi of one and the same original suffering.—These 
premises are so conformable to experience, that the wish to 
illustrate them, the significance of which in a pathological and 
therapeutic relation cannot admit of a doubt, needs no apology. 
Considered in this point of view, the researches of Hahnemann 
after a solution even though they may not be deemed successful, 
should, at least, not have been rewarded with ridicule. More- 
over, muitiplied experience favours the correctness of the asser- 
tion (which has already been made by Autenrieth), that scabies 
is, in fact, not rarely the overlooked source of many important 
sufferings which afterwards make their appearance. Meanwhile. 
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* cannot be unknown to any one at all familiar with Homeopathic 
jiterature, that Hahnemann’s idea of tracing the large majority 
of chronic diseases to actual itch, has met with the greatest 
opposition even from Homeopathic physicians themselves, and 
that we can quite as little concur with his division of chronic 
diseases into improper and proper (which he considers as ex- 
clusively derived from scabies, syphilis or sycosis), and medicines 
into antipsoric and non-antipsoric. If the psoric theory has led 
to no proper schism, the reason is to be found in the fact, that it 
is almost without any influence in practice. The case would 
have been very different, had Hahnemann carried his opinions so 
far as to direct the cure of the most diversified maladies which 
he considered psoric, without regard to their diversity, by means 
of one or a few remedies, to which he might ascribe a general 
remedial virtue against psora in whatever form it should appear 
As, however, he has established a great number of antipsoric 
remedies, so called, the particular selection of which is to be 
determined strictly according to the peculiarity of the case and 
the fundamental principle similia similibus, so that, for example, 
some antipsoric remedies are more suitable for gout than for 
phthisis or heemorrhages, it is of no consequence in a practical 
point of view whether the foregoing diseases are, with Hahne- 
mann, considered as forms of psora or not. 

13.—Our opponents are little versed in Homeopathic literature, 
if they believe that the physicians of the new school are blind to 
the imperfect results of trials hitherto made with medicines upon 
the healthy subject, and recorded in the Materia Medica pura of 
Hahnemann and other similar registers. We well know that 
errors may have crept in, and we are, therefore, far from un- 
conditionally ascribing to the remedy which has been proved, 
every symptom that is recorded of it. We do not overlook the 
liability to deception from the possibly impaired health of the 
subject of experiment. and that the symptoms may be due to 
casual influence, to bodily indisposition from other causes and to 
the particular individuality and also to the imaginative faculty 
of the experimenter. For these reasons we consider the patho- 
logical phenomena manifested during the trial’ of a medicine, as 
mere indications for its use in similar spontaneous morbid affections, 
and when the extinction of these thereby obtained, is the result 
of repeated experience, these indications are raised to the rank 
of therapeutic tokens (Anzeigen) for further use in diseases. 
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Nor, are we ignorant of the deficiencies in the arrangemen, 
of the symptoms, adopted by Hahnemann. Commingling ti, 
symptoms of the various experimenters without noticing wha; 
doses were employed, what symptoms were primarily manifested. 
in what groups or order of succession they were observed }, 
different individuals, and the slight regard paid to the objective 
symptoms, render it impracticable to know the organ primarily 
affected, the genetic relation of many individual symptoms, o 
what is most important, the character, the total operation of the 
medicine; so that it may be viewed as a difficult task for one 
who refers to these records of symptoms, to select the right 
remedy.* Yet the theoretical reasonings of many of our opponents 
cannot, therefore, induce us to doubt of the general utility of the 
trials of medicines upon the healthy, or of the valuable results 
hitherto attained in particular. We will not take away from 
Homeeopathy its foundation; the reproach connected with trials 
upon the healthy, which have hitherto been made, is for us only 
a reason hereafter to avoid as much as possihle the present, 
confessed deficiencies. Our experience of how much that is 
practically useful in what has already been attained, however 
imperfect it may be, and the knowledge of how much we are 
thereby capable of effecting, furnish the strongest motives to 
persevere in the path we have chosen, and to keep steadily in 
view the prospect, that by means of numerous trials of re- 
medies upon the healthy of every age and both sexes, under the 
controul of experience at the bed side of the patient, we 
shall gradually attain a degree of knowledge so exact and in- 
variable of every individual symptom, as to approach very nearly 
to certainty. The endeavours of Homeopathists to purify the 
recorded symptoms of the remedies from those that are erroneous 
and unessential, to elevate the Materia Medica proper to the 
character of a codex of pure, indubitable operations of the 
individual remedies, and such as are practically useful, (to which 


* Less embarrassment occurs in practice, because after years of experience at the 
bed side with the remedies thus represented, Homeopathists become gradually a¢- 
quainted with the character of each, its total operation and its particular tendencies 
The results thus acquired writers upon Homeopathy have collected and published. 
These beginnings, though they may require revision, and are not all to be viewed # 
the results of experience among Homeopathists generally, nevertheless greatly fact 
litate the labours of the inexperienced in Homeopathy, in acquiring a knowledge of 
the remedies, and spare him the circuitous way which was necessary for his medica 
predecessors. 
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ond the unsifted records of symptoms stand only in the relation 

{ the bare materials) we can assure our opponents has by no 
means been ineffectual, although we acknowledge that a begin- 
ng only has been made in the work. But our critics seem to 
have adopted the maxim of employing an ideal standard for all 
that belongs to Homeeopathy including our Materia Medica. It 
would be more just and impartial, however, on their part, were 
they to determine its value by a comparison with what is certain 
an what hypothetical of the old school, and to this scale we 
should make no possible objection. 

14.—We do not deny that in many cases Homeopathic cures 
may be performed by means of the usual preparations of the old 
school, that is to say, in large doses, since Hahnemann himself 
originally employed them with success, and we often witness 
cures effected by the old school, by the same remedy which we 
employ in similar cases yet in smaller doses and with the same 
results.* 

But to violent and dangerous diseases of rapid course, unless 
very small doses are administered, the Homeopathic principle of 
cure is not adapted. Large doses may be the cause of a positive 
increase of the disease, and even of death; and in favourable 
cases of the kind we must be prepared to witness as a primary 
effect, a boisterous and painful aggravation of the disease, in no 
respect demanded as a necessary condition of the cure. Hahne- 
wann having experienced this, had recourse to his dilutions, a 


* This fact has become the subject of much reflexion among Homeopathists, and 
must necessarily exercise their attention the more, since, on the one hand, they were 
not without their influence upon Hahnemann’s later views touching the increase of 
energy in the dilutions, and on the other hand originated the doubts of our oppo- 
nents respecting the efficacy of the Homeopthic doses of medicine, and the question 
raised by them, wherefore large doses were not injurious, when small ones were sv 
eficacious, and how smaller doses of any remedy could operate, where larger ones 
tad rapidly effected a cure, and without any violent primary operation- In answer 
w the first question it should be considered, that larger doses often greatly augment 
the secretions and excretions, and thus prevent their more penetrating operation upon 
the organism (as is witnessed in the effects of a large dose of calomel). An answer 
the second question is more difficult, and we can only concur with the view of 
the Homeopathists, viz: that many forms of disease respond so unconditionally to 
heir specific remedy that the influence of the quale so mnch predominates over 
that of the quantum, that a very great (though certainly not an illimitable) differ- 
face of the dose, is almost without any different influence in the cure and its pro- 
gress. Whether these views correspond with those of the physicians of the old 
school we know not; they are only an attempt to illustrate a fact, which does not 
the less cease to exist, because we cannot explain or will remain in ignorance of it. 
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simple and appropriate means of supplying the necessity of , 
greater diminution in the dose, and in this manner he was led to 
discover the remarkable fact, that the dilutions even when carrieg 
to a great extent, displayed an energy which could not haye 
been foreseen, and Homeopathic physicians, without exception, 
acknowledge the correctness of his observations. Our daily 
experience speaks more powerfully for, than derision and theoret. 
ical doubts against a matter, the improbability of which we do, 
no at all deny, but this it possesses in common with many othe; 
phenomena, of which nevertheless, no one entertains a doubt. 
It was natural that Hahnemann, not resting in the fact, should 
attempt to discover and explain the reason of it, which he does 
essentially in the following manner. 

1) That disease may alter the susceptibility of the organism 
to external stimuli, so that it may become much more susceptible 
to agents which are analogous in their operation to the irritation 
of the disease, and, on the contrary less susceptible to those that 
are heterogeneous. Both reason and observation concur iy 
establishing this proposition, which we recognise as perfectly 
true. 

2) That the effect of a dose of medicine, is not stronger in 
proportion as it exceeds another in material bulk, (8 drops of a 
medicament do not operate 4 times as much as 2 drops) and 
that higher dilutions do not operate in the ratio of arithmetical 
progression weaker, than do the lower. 

3) That in the case of very high dilutions, susceptibility to 
their action is present only in parts the most invaded by disease, 
and because other parts would not be affected by them, they 
awaken no action elsewhere tending to dissipate the specific 
effects of the remedy, and so much the more tranquilly must the 
vital power suffer its operation:—an explanation this, which, 
though we do not receive it as an axiom, certainly has much in 
its favour. When Hahnemann speaks of “the spiritualization” 
of the medicament, for the purpose of expressing its pure dynamic 
operation as opposed to the chemical (which is inconceivable in 
such high dilutions), the expression is certainly not a suitable one, 
but it should be considered that it is not easy to find a fitting 
term for a thing, to which no analogy has hitherto been known. 

It is evident that Hahnemann originally regarded the dilutions 
as only diminutions in the power of the medicines, that he as- 
cribed to them only a conditional power to affect the organization, 
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dependent wpon the existing disease, and the analogous pathi 
ation of the medicine contained in the dilution, and, therefore, 


ye taught, that a higher or lower dilution, or even the crude 
«bstance itself should be employed, according to the nature of 
he case. These views were embraced by every Homeeopathist. 
When, however, they yielded to another, afterwards taken up by 
\im, which held the medicinal dilutions to be absolute increments 
of power,* and that they possess an unconditional efficacy to affect 
the healthy as well as the diseased organism, we can in no wise 
assent to these ideas, and our opposition is the more decided, 
ince practical rules were attempted to be founded upon them, 
which we consider entirely objectionable. Thus, we have to 
notice « 

1) The assertion “that the 30th dilution is a sufficient dose and 
the best adapted to all cases."—-We declare, on the contrary, 
that the doctrine of a normal dose adapted to every case, is ia- 
consistent with theory and experience; that the 30th dilution is 
often too weak, that only the degree of susceptibility (infinitely 
diversified) in the patient, can guide the physician to employ the 
30th or any other dilution, or the undiluted medicine itself. 

2) The doctrine of “undertaking the trials of medicines on the 
tealthy, in high dilutions.”. Without utterly denying that an 
individual in health and great susceptiblility, may be affected by 
wch doses, we can only regard such isolated cases in the light 
of rare exceptions, but by no means as the rule; quite as little 
is we should expect the production of syncope from the odour 
of the rose, because this effect had happened in some rare cases. 
We concede to such trials, therefore, only a limited value when 
compared with those made with large doses, or such as were 
orginally employed. We have no confidence in the trials with 
tigh dilutions upon the healthy, and we distrust the symptoms 
which haply appear under such circumstances. We, therefore, 


* We can admit of an absolute increase of power only in the case of such substan- 
s which in their natural state exhibit a minor degree of medical virtue, (for exam- 
ile, the carbonate of lime, silex, lyeopodium), but in an increased proportion when 
heir aggregate condition is changed. Yet even in such substances we can only aé- 
ait that there is an actual increase of virtue up to the point in which cohesion is 
mercome in the greatest possible degree, above this, we can allow of no further aug- 
mentation. Nevertheless, since the efficacy of the higher dilutions is not diminished 
athe ratio of their number, they may be considered as relative increments of power 
ud in this sense, at least, the phrase “developments of power” (Potenzirungen) 
tay be justified. 
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guard ourselves against all deductions touching the inefficacy of 
Homeeopathic dilutions or the uncertainty of our Materia Med;, 
that are founded upon the results of such experiments. | 

Many Homeopathists believe, that the known fact tha 
medicines operate more powerfully in the state of a minyy. 
division of their particles, viewed in connexion with what ha; 
already been observed, is sufficient to account for the efficacy 
of the dilutions. Others believe this reason alone insufficient ;, 
explain their operation, and suppose that the virtues of the 
medicine divided to its very atoms, may be conveyed by means 
of agitation, as if by infection, to an indifferent vehicle, yet with 
a degree of power successively decreasing. We freely confess, 
that notwithstanding this, and all that has previously been said 
a complete explanation of the efficacy of the dilutions carried t, 
a great extent, is a desideratum which may occupy us for a long 
time before we shall be able to satisfy those critics who desire 
more convincing theoretical grounds to enable them to believe 
These gentlemen should consider, that the question as to the fac: 
is of much more easy solution, and that our explanations did not 
precede the discovery of the efficacy of the dilutions and their 
introduction into Homeopathic practice, that these explanations 
were the necessary consequence of the inability of the human 
mind to trace the cause of an extraordinary phenomenon, or a! 
least to bring it nearer to us, as it were, by a union with other 
phenomena already known. Perhaps we could more easily 
satisfy the demands of such rigid critics, if they would precede 
us by giving us an example, and prove satisfactorily that five 
grains of tartar emetic must excite vomiting. 

We cannot but regret that our critics are not content to take 
our views as the object of their trial and refutation, but, with 
respect to the dilutions they ascribe to the Homeeopathists the 
most unfounded and absurd opinions, which are quite as easy t¢ 
invent as they are to refute. 

Thus, we often remind them, that they entertain a false idea 
of a Homeopathic remedy, because they transfer it exclusively to 
the Homeeopathic dilutions, or, at least, to doses extraordinarily 
small. This idea, however, is erroneous; for, the determination 
whether a remedy is Homeopathic, is deduced neither from the 
dose, nor from the form in which it is administered, but only from 
its relation to the disease. Every remedy is Homeopathic, if 
stands in the relation of similarity (expressed by the fundaments! 
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principle of Homeopathy) to the disease for which it is to serve 
4s a remedy, whether it be used in the 30th dilution, or in an 
yndiluted state, in grain or scruple doses, and in whatever form 
it may be administered. A larger dose would only be opposed 
to the technicism of Hahnemann, but this has no influence upon 
the principle. The latter is too invariable to admit of dispute, 
and the right remains to our opponents to explain in some other 
manner such of their cures as we consider Homeopathic, and to 
deny the Homeeopathic relation of the remedy in these cases. 

We must further mention, that our critics frequently either do 
not comprehend, or purposely disregard the limitation which we 
ascribe to the dilutions, in restricting their efficacy to conditions, 
in which the Homeeopathic relation of similarity between the 
disease and the operation of the remedy takes place, and upon 
this subject, therefore, we will again represent our views. 

An inflamed eye is disagreeably impressed, and the inflammation 
aggravated, by the ordinary light of day, an inflamed ear by slight 
noises; but the report of artillery does not affect the inflamed eye, 
and dazzling light has no effect upon the inflamed ear. Nuw we 
entertain similar views as to the operation of medicaments; we 
believe, for example, that the 2d or 3d dilution of ipecacuanha 
is operative in an individual suffering with nausea with a tendency 
to vomit, and may even produce vomiting, but only because by 
reason of the existing suffering, the susceptibility to the operation 
of ipecacuanha is exalted. But we do not assert that the 2d or 3d 
dilution is operative in every individual, and where such a morbid 
increase of susceptibility for the action of the medicine does not 
exist.* For a similar reason we attach no value to the proofs 
of the inactivity of the Homeopathic dilutions, which our 
opponents think they find in the presence of medicinal particles 
in the atmosphere, and in our food and drinks; because, in order 
to become affected by such minimum doses, the organism must 
have a special susceptibility for them. Many critics ascribe to 
us the folly of practising the old method by means of our dilutions, 


* Compare, for example, Rau, “Ideen zur wissenschaftlichen Begrandung des 
Systems der Homéopathischen Heilkunst. Giessen, 1834.” § 63: “To the opponents 
of Homeopathy who endeavour to prove the inefficacy of the remedies in high 
dilutions by the argument, that a healthy man may devour the contents of a whole 
pocket case of Homeeopathic medicines, without feeling the least alteration,” we may 
reply, that the peculiarity of these remedies is not to operate upon the healthy, but 
only upon individuals whose dynamic disease bears to them a polaric relation and 
affinity.” 
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and instead of an emetic, for example, they say that we administe, 
the 3d dilution of stibiated tartar, or purge with the 3d dilution, 
of jalap. This assertion is the result of inexcusable ignorance 
or intentional misrepresentation; for, the Homeeopathis t employs 
the dilutions of those remedies for removing the sickness 9, 
diarrheea adapted to them, but not to provoke these sy mptoms, 


{sr which purpose another form and dose would be demanded, 
(To be continued.) 








ON Til HOMGSOPATHIC DOSES OF MEDICINE. 


BY 


G&. Lingen. 





“Homo nature minister et interpres tantum facit et intelligi: 
quantum de nature ordine re vel mente observavit, nec amplius 
scit aut potest.” — Bacon. 





“Wo have a micro-anatomy and a micro-chemistry, why 
should we not have a micro-materia-medica?” ‘These words, 
worthy of one of the greatest pathologists of the age,* indicate the 
symmetry or parallelism which, as it manifests itself throughout 
the universe generally, is not less visible in the history of man 
and in the development of science. The expanded realm of the 
astronomer’s celestial knowledge has a correspondent in the 
inverted astronomy (as it were) displayed in an infusorial world, 
of which myriads of individuals may be awakened from their 
latent state by mere infusion, some undergoing a metamorphos 
from animal to vegetable life and vice versa.t Whilst Ehrenberg 
has shown, that they form mountains when in a petrified state, » 
that ephemera are both architects and materials for their own 
everlasting monuments (a double paradox in nature), Rober 
Brown’s experiments go so far, as to prove, that even inorganic 
atoms, when minutely divided, assume motions almost like infusoria. 
as if life and death were only different poles of existence of whici 
one or the other prepouderates for a given time.t 

If we would thus prceceed in the interesting task (which lies 


* Sheniein in a conversation with Dr. C. Hering. 
* Bory de St. Vincent’s Arthrodines. 
t Nulla mors in natura. Leibniz. 














evond the limits of this discourse) of pointing cut the correspond- 
ag progress of the different sciences, ending with medicine, 
ghich ought to be the zenith of human knowledge; there would 
le a hopeless vacuum, if with Homaopathy the dawn of a new 
ra had not broken through the mist which has enveloped medicine 
simost from her infancy. But Homeeopathy, though legitimate by 
ashistorical necessity* and scientific connexion, is yet persecuted 
yn ridiculed by those whose calling it isto investigate and cultivate 
it; they deny it an appeal to experiment, deciding it to be an 
absurdity a priori from the fundamental law of Homeopathy it- 
elf; despising it most for that, for which it deserves most credit, 
riz: for the conscientious regard for human life, which dictates 
the use only of minute doses of medicine in by far the majority of 
cases. The minuteness of the doses of medicine employed in 
Homeopathic practice being the part most objected to by pro- 
fessionals as well as non-professionals, we intend to show by a 
series of analogous facts, that Homeopathy stands by no means 
« isolated amongst the natural sciences, as would appear from 
the crude and material notions of those Alleopathists who still 
judge of vital functions only by the bulk, by pounds and grains. 
Who obstinately adhere to their views, though for the last half 
century the turn of investigation has been more than ever directed 
to the dynamis or “spiritual elements” of things, considering mass 
and form less than power and relation. We maintain that it is 
the Homeopathy of things generally which forms the connecting 
| link between body and body wherever we see action and reaction 
displayed; that we are only accustomed, to denote that one uni- 
versal Homeeopathic law, with different names. according to the 
different forms in which it manifests itself: thus in chemistry we 
call it affinity; in electricity and magnetism, polarity; in phy- 
sology and pathology, sympathy ; in materia medica, specifici- 
y; in acoustics and music, sympathetic harmony &c., in short 
wherever there is action or life there is also Homeopathy. 

Before we, however, advance any argument to sustain these 
propositions, it will be necessary for such readers as are not yet 
perfectly acquainted with the theory of Homeopathy to observe, 
that Homeopathic doses of medicine are only expected to act 
under such morbid conditions as correspond Homeopathically 
with the prescribed remedy, which correspondence censtitutes an 
ulinity between the human system and remedial agent, on which 


"See Dr. C. Hering’s Address on the necessity and usefulness of Homeopathy 
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the action of the latter depends. Hence the assertion, which we 
hear so often repeated, that thousands of Homeopathic medicina| 
globules might be taken with impunity, even if it were perfectly 
correct, would prove no more against Homeopathy than the fact. 
that all substances are not capable of producing chemicai reaction 
between each other, would prove against the laws of chemica| 


affinity, and all the facts which we shall offer in the progress of 


this discourse have no other object, than to serve as analogies t 
the action of atoms on the human system by Homeopathic affinity. 

Beginning with inorganic action and ascending gradually to the 
functions of organic life, we find the Homoeopathy of Chemistry 
clearly expressed by the fundamental principle, that chemica! 


action depends on the reaction between atoms under the law of 


affinity, viz: such atoms which to a certain degree must be libe- 
rated from the eflect of cohesion, as indicated by the motto: cor- 
pora non agunt nisi fluida, and they must bear affinity to each 
other ; as for instance sulphur and mercury never would form ver. 
million if one was in a solid, crystaline state or the other frozen,and 
if there was no aflinity between them.—Chemical reaction has 
been traced to portions so minute, as to correspond perfectly with 
Homeopathic doses and would be found still more so, if it was 
not for want of the means of perception, on account of which the 
sphere of chemical reaction appears to us limited to a much nar- 
rower compass, than in reality is the case; and though apparent- 
ly beyond the reach of the most delicate chemical test, some sub- 
stances still manifest decided effects in altering the functions of or- 
ganic life. The following examples will serve to illustrate these re- 
marks.—A ten thousandth part of arsenuretted hydrogen still in- 
dicates its presence in a gaseous mixture by the metallic pellicle 
which it causes upon a solution of corrosive sublimate ;* by 
means of iron the 50,000th part of any of the salts of copper in 
solution can be detected; sulphuric acid precipitates a 20,000th 
part of muriate of barytes ; the 100,000th part of muriate of soda 
is detected by a very weak solution of nitrate of silver, and the 
450,000th part of lodine still colours a solution of starch; from 
a solution containing the 2,500,000th part of a grain of the arse- 
niate of ammonia, a yellow precipitate is obtained by adding 4 
very small proportion of nitrate of silver (Brandes & Ebeling). 
Dr. Segin observed by means of a solar microscope, that the 
millionth part of a grain of the acetate of copper, or the 100 bil- 
* Dr. R. Hare’s Compendium of Chemistry, p. 344. 
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sooth part of a grain of metallic copper, still produce charac- 
istic eflects on the crystallisation of a weak solution of sugar 
f milk, @ fact of great importance, as we thus might become 
abled to find out tests for Homeopathic medicinal preparations.* 
vegst-steel is melted and mixed with a 500th part of its weight 
silver, a very useful product is obtained, harder than common 
gee) and differing so materially from it, that one would scarcely 
yiribute the change to the alliance with so minute a portion as 
ventioned. ¢ The red color of copper is destroyed by combining 
sith ita small portion of arsenic, and the minimum of the latter 
wbstance is sufficient to annihilate the magnetic power of iron. } 
Tin, which by itself is only capable of a very indifferent crackling 
wise, is used to improve the sound of other metals, and though 
4 (F.) of heat are required for its fusion, it melts in boiling 
water when combined with Bismuth and Lead in such proportions 
which form, what is called, Newton’s Metal. though either of 
these metals has a higher fusing point than Tin. The fact that 
the ductility of most of the metals which are remarkable for that 
sroperty is considerably diminished by alloying them with Tin, 
is so well known, that for that very reason it was called “the 
devil of metals (diabolus metallorum);” but where ductility exists 
in a less degree, it remains unchanged in the Tin-alloy.— The 
srong affinity between acids and alkalies, though apparently in 
glaring opposition to Homeopathy, is one of the most striking 
aalogies to illustrate the universal extent of its fundamental law. 
It is generally admitted that acidity and alkalinity stand in the 
ame relation to each other as negative and positive electricity, so 
nuch so, that with the same propriety which induces us to distin- 
gush electro-negative and electro-positive substances, we might 
aso divide electricity into acid and alkaline electricity. But as 
‘poles of the globe are only points of one and the same line, 
m its axis, and as negative and positve electricity are only dif- 
erent positions of one and the same fluid: so are alkalinity 
and acidity nothing, but correlative expressions of one and the 
ame substratum for which chemistry has no name yet. Hence 
te alkalinity of one substance is the simile or Homceopathic state 
hich excites an attraction of the acid in another, similar to that 


















* Hygea (a German Journal of Homeopathic medicine), vol. VII. p. 1. 
' Berzelius’s Chemistry. German Edition, vol. I. p. 616. 
' Dr. Rau’s Beitraege, &c. p. 172. 
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existing between individuals of different sexes but belonging ; 
the same species. : 

To make these remarks clearer, we only need call to mind }, 
difficulty of drawing an exact line of division between alkalic, 
and acids, and the fact, that any other substance besides oxyg:, 
could form bases as well as salts- Placing oxygen on one ex. 
treme, and the alkaline metals on the other, and descending fro, 
either, we pass on one side through a series of substances pre. 
eminently electro-negative and on the other side pre-eminent); 
electro-positive, until, on approaching the centre, we meet wit) 
such substances, the electrical relation of which is “equivocal ; 
wavering.” Chlorine is with oxygen, Iodine with both an 
Bromine electro-positive, while with all other substances they 
are electro-negative. In morphia and strychnia, and in som 
vegetable acids the alkaline and acid properties are attached 1 
ponderable elements which exist in other compounds, without 
inducing acidity or alkalinity.* 

Thus we may truly say: centrum ubique, circumferentia 
nusquam ; the extreme ‘points of one series of things only appear 
as such, in as muchas they are the beginning or end of another} 
and like the oxygen in sugar, there is in spite of all apparent 
contrariety a similarity,a Homeopathic medium of connexion 

These facts may suffice to illustrate the Homeeopathy of in. 
organic atomic action, we now proceed to the more importan! 
step of tracing the effects of atoms on organic individnals. 

The 10,240th part of tartrate of mercury in solution is sufficient 
to destroy the power of germination in peas (Leuchs). Induced 
by Alex. V. Humboldt’s observation with regard to Chlorine as 2 
promoter of germination, Profess. Goeppert experimented in like 
manner with Iodine and Bromine, and after having ascertained 
that these substances act only by their respective acids, he ex- 
tended his experiments over the most important acids, wi:: 
sulphuric—nitric—phosporic—tartaric acid, &c. each of which 
he found, when sufficiently diluted, promotive to germination. 

These acids even so far diluted that they are not to be detected 
by means of the chemical test, yet manifest their influence 
quickening the germination of seeds, as for instance phosphoric 
acid in 48,00th dilution; muriatic and sulphuric acid in 8000, 
acetic acid in 16,000th, oxalic acid in 20,000th, nitric and tartar 


* V. Dr. R. Hare’s Compendium. 
+ Herbart’s Psychologie als Wissenschaft. 
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acid m 25,000th dilution; so that the portion for each individual 
seed of some plants, as for example of Camelina sativa, exceeds 
no more than from a 500,000th to a millionth part of a grain. 
The fixed alkalies act as retarders of the process of germination, 
but the compass of their action seems to be confined to dilutions 
from 400—10,000. (Seeds belonging to plants of the cruciferous 
tribe are particularly recommended for such experiments, See 
Oken’s Isis for 1834, p. 581—583.) 

In the water used for tempering iron or steel, no iron can be 
detected by the test, and yet such water changes the colour of 
Hydranges from pink to blue. If then organisms far beneath the 
human system, manifest such a high degree of susceptibility for 
the influence of atoms, there can be no reason to deny a priori 
the possibility of such action in man, and of this we shall treat 


in our next number. 
(To be continued.) 





ON THE HOMCZOPATHIC DOCTRINES. 


(From Curiosities of Medical Experience, by J. G. MILLINGEN, M. D. Surgeon 
to the Forces, &c., in Dr. Bell’s Select Medical Library, p. 228.) 





Tue Editor of the Select Medical Library deserves the thanks 
of all friends of Homeeopathy for publishing the interesting paper 
of Dr. Millingen on the Homeeopathic doctrines ; the more so, as 
he some time ago has published several papers against Homao- 
pathy, which led us nearly to suspect, that he was little disposed 
to do justice to antagonists. It is truly creditable to him, thus 
to show his impartiality by the above publication. It must in 
fact soon become apparent to the more enlightened physicians of 
the old school, that the time for opposing or deriding Homeopathy 
has passed; that whether we will or not, the great reform of medi- 
cine will overtake us, and that we must make up our mind to look 
the new doctrine boldly in the face. The question has, indeed, been 
already asked in several German States, where the great majority 
of the public are in favour of Homeopathy: what is the use of 
Alleopathic physicians and professors, if they have no patients or 
students to follow their prescriptions and doctrines? Might not 
this question be also asked once ia other countries? 
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If physicians of some reputation in the old school, who have 
become convinced of the truth of Homeopathy by practical ex. 
perience, cannot reconcile its theories to their own preconceived 
opinions, they seldom have the candour to ascribe this to their limit. 
ed knowledge of the new doctrine, but the reason will always be 
sought by them in some inherent fault or absurdity of it. They 
immediatedly commence to construct a Homeopathy of their 
own, endeavouring to set up as great reformers themselves, 
These remarks are again applicable to the author of the work 
before us. He is struck with the power of truth ; experiments have 
convinced him of the efficacy of Homeopathic medicines, but at 
the same time he passes his anathema on the venerable Hahne- 
mann and his theoretical views, to which, as Hahnemann has so 
often remarked, no importance is to be paid. But this is not 
heeded ; Hahnemann must be lowered, in order to raise our own 
self-importance. 

We have always admired the practical tact of the English race, 
which leads them in an intricate subject to discover quickly the 
few points, which particularly deserve attention; but whilst being 
fully sensible of this eminent trait of their character, we see them 
almost entirely wanting in another mental quality no less valuable 
to individuals than to nations; we mean that quality of the mind, 
which prompts us to disinterested inquiries into the labours of others 
which have preceded us, and which of all nations the Germans 
are perhaps mostly possessed of. Whilst we discover a full share 
of the former quality in the author of the Curiosities of Medical 
Experience, he seems almost entirely destitute of the other. How 
poor and imperfect is his description of Hahnemann’s life and his doc- 
trine! How extremely limited his acquaintance, with Homeeopa- 
thic literature generally ; indeed, except some of the standard works 
on Homeopathy which have been translated into the French lan- 
guage, he appears to have read nothing. Little or nothing does he 
know of the new views which have been advanced for many years, 
on many of the Hahnemannean doctrines; the Homeopathy 
which he opposes or derides is the Homeopathy as it was six or 
eight years ago, but not as it presents itself at this day. He repeats, 
therefore for the thousandth time all the objections to its theories, 
which have already drawn forth so many able discussions by the first 
Homeopathic physicians. Instead of confining his remarks to 
a plain statement of facts, as would have bcen proper for the 
student of a science entirely new to him, he at once places him- 
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if on the shoulders of the great Hahnemann, and lectures him 
,bout the absurdities of his doctrines, of which he has the most 
srroneous notions, and thus neglects himself, the advice which 
be gives to other physicians, viz. “ that they should frankly avow 
heir utter ignorance, when they cannot find time to commence a 
new course of studies, for such this investigation must prove and 
not denounce with merciless tyranny a doctrine, of which they do 
not possess the slightest knowledge.” 

He commences his account with the following introductory 


remarks :-— 

«Jt is a matter worthy of remark, that while the doctrines of Homeopathy 
have fixed the attention and become the study of many learned and experi- 
enced medical men in various parts of Europe, England is the only country 
where it has only been noticed, to draw forth the most opprobious invectives. 
It is certainly true, that no one but an ardent proselyte of the visionary (! ') 
Hahnemann could for one moment become the advocate of all his absurd 
ideas, yet while we reject his errors, great and important truths beam from 
the chaotic clouds, that shroud his wanderings, and however wild his theo- 
ries may be, incontrovertible facts have been elicited from his apparently in- 
efficacious practice.” 


After having spoken with great severity of Hahnemann’s theo- 
ries and doctrines, by which as before remarked, the present 
standard of Homceopathy cannot be judged, he comes to the 
really practical part of Homeopathy, the observations he makes 
un which, we will give our readers without comment. 


Yet notwithstanding the many gratuitous assertions, and consequent erro- 
neous inductions, we meet with in the Organon, it is probable that this sys- 
tem is destined to operate a gradual but material revolution in the practice 
of medicine. As to theories, we must agree with Voltaire, when he said, 
‘En fait de systeme, il faut tonjours se reserver le droit de rire le lendenmain 
de ses idies de la veille.’ 

Hippocrates laid down in his aphorisms the incontrovertible fact, “ Duobus 
doloribus simul obortis, non tandem eadem in parte vehementior alterum ob- 
scurat, A. 46.” To a certain degree, it was upon this assertion, which the 
experience of ages has confirmed, that Hahnemann founded the principal 
and most important point of his doctrine; but, going much farther than the 
father of medicine, he affirms that similar diseases effectually remove each 
other. For centuries practitioners have been acting Homeopathically, the 
exhibition of specifics, in fact, is nothing else. As we have already shown, 
specifics are known to produce symptoms similar to the diseases they cure. 

Hitherto the number of such medicines has been confined to a very few 
agents; and perhaps, with the exception of mercury, sulphur, and bark, with 
their several preparations, scarcely any article in the materia medica could 
have claimed this peculiar property. T'o extend these limits, which confined 
in 80 exiguous a compass our therapeutic agents, has been the laborious 
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and singular study of Hahnemann and his disciples. Haller had first giyey 
the example, and they arduously applied themselves to discover by exper. 
ments on the healthy subject, both upon their own persons and others, what 
were the peculiar effects or symptoms produced by various medicinal sub. 
stances. ‘These observations are so numerous and confused, that, on reading 
them, we feel plunged in a chaotic labyrinth of symptoms, without any clue 
to extricate ourselves from its perplexing mazes. Still, from this multifarj- 
ous catalogue much important information can be collected ; and it cannot be 
denied, that the Homeopathist has not only thrown a new light on the action 
of many medicines which we daily prescribe, but brought into practical con- 
sideration, the necessity of attending to dietetic discipline, by an investiga- 
tion of the several properties of our usual ingesta. 

To extend the limits of specifics must be considered a most desirable 
step towards adding to our means of relieving disease; and in this pursuit 
it is impossible to bestow too much praise on the Homeopathic observer. 
Enthusiasm—predilection to a favourite but persecuted system — may induce 
an ardent proselyte not only to deceive others, but unwittingly to deceive him- 
self. It is therefore not only possible, but probable, that in the experimental! 
investigations of the effects of medicine, Fancy, in her multifarious colours, 
may have depicted, with apparent fidelity, a state of body and mind that only 
existed in an exalted imagination; but when we behold various individuals, 
distant from each other, and totally unconnected, observing similar results 
from the exhibition of various medicinal substances, we have no right to call 
their assertions into doubt. These assertions, moreover, are not laid down 
dogmatically, but are earnestly recommended to be submitted to the test of 
experiment. For instance, the Homeopathist has found out that certain sub- 
stances, by diminishing the energy of the heart and arteries, subdue inflam- 
matory action as effectually as venesection. This is a fact daily witnessed, 
and of which any practitioner can convince himself. It is not asserted that 
in cases of sudden determination of blood, which require immediate revulsion 
and abstraction of the vital fluid, Homeopathic remedies will be found pos- 
sessed of sufficient activity to afford prompt relief; but experience has fully 
proved that in cases which can admit, of a few hours’ delay, these medicines 
supersede the necessity of debilitating the patient by a copious loss of blood. 

Dr. Paris, in his admirable work on Materia Medica, has justly observed, 
“that observation or experiment upon the effects of medicine is liable to a 
thousand fallacies, unless it be carefully repeated under the various circum- 
stances of health and disease, in different climates, and on different constitu- 
tions.” This has been the main object of the Homeopathist; and a further 
question from the above distinguished writer will illustrate the importance 
of their labour. “It is impossible to cast our eyes over such multiplied 
groups [of medical substances] without being forcibly struck with the palpable 
absurdity of some, the disgusting and loathsome nature of others, the total 
want of activity in many, and the uncertain and precarious reputation of all, 
without feeling an eager curiosity to inquire, from the combination of what 
causes it can happened that substances at one period in the highest esteem, 
and of general acknowledged utility, have fallen into total neglect and dis- 
repute. That such fluctuation in opinion and versatility in practice should 
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have produced even in the most candid and learned observer, an unfavourable 
impression with regard to the general efficacy of medicines, can hardly excite 
our astonishment, much less our indignation; nor can we be surprised to find 
that another portion of mankind has at once arraigned physic as a fallacious 
art, or derided it as a composition of error and fraud. A late foreign writer, 
impressed with this sentiment, has given the following flattering definition 
of our profession: Physic is the art of amusing the patient while Nature 
cures his disease.” 

With such a lamentable view of the practice of medicine, can we be too 
thankful to those observers who strenuously endeavour to rescue it from the 
dark trammels with which prejudice and interested motives have bound it? 
In no country more than in Great Britain is such an investigation desirable. 
We have become proverbial from our incessant abuse of a farrago of medicinal 
substances; and what is usually termed an elegant prescription signifies an 
amalgam of various drugs and preparations, which most probably by their 
affinities neutralise the expected effects of each other; for, however great 
and flattering may have been the discoveries of modern chemistry, many of 
these affinities are unknown to us. And surely when our labours cannct de- 
tect any difference in the component parts of the purest Alpine atmosphere 
and the deleterious air of a loathsome dungeon, we cannot expect to form a 
correct idea of pharmaceutic combinations. 


The mere hopes of being able to relieve society from the curse of constant 
drugging should lead us to hail with gratitude the Home@opathist’s investiga- 
tions. That many physicians, but especially apothecaries, who live by over- 
whelming their patients with useless and too frequently pernicious medicines, 
will warmly, nay furiously, inveigh against any innovation of the kind, must 
be expected as the natural result of interested apprehension; and any man 
who aims at simplicity in practice will be denounced as guilty of medical 
heresy. Have we not seen inoculation and vaccination branded with the 
most opprobrious epithets, merely because their introduction tended to di- 
minish professional lucre ? 

In these remarks upon medicinal conbinations it is not meant to infer that, 
because they are chemically incompatible, they are ineffectual,—experience 
has proved the contrary; but no one will contend that, if we can attain the 
same beneficial results from a single ingredient, administered in small quan- 
tities and at distant periods, as from the exhibition of repeated and nauseous 
doses of pills, powders, draughts, potions, &c. which hang over the bed of 
sickness, nay of slight derangements, like the sword of Damocles, we have 
not effected a most salutary reform in the practice of physic. It is related 
of one of these ingenious and industrious practitioners, that, having seen a 
prescription, that only contained half a dozen medicines, he exclaimed, 
“What! nothing more?” to which the prescriber replied, “If you choose, 
sir, we'll step, over to the apothecary, and see what else he has in his shop.” 

Specifies may be divided into two classes, the one producing a peculiar 
effect upon particular organs, the other producing general results. Thus the 


action of cantharides and digitalis on the urinary system, of emetics on the 


stomach, of certain purgatives on the small intestines, and of others on the 
large ones, are generally known; whereas the action of mercury and opium 
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is still a matter of controversy. A study of these effects constitytos ,; 
chief object of the homeopathist ; and having determined their peculiar ac+,,, 
their medicinal agents are given singly, and, as we have already obser... 
in the most minute doses. : 4 

[t is this division into infinite fractions that has drawn upon the Home. 
pathic practice the denunciation of the Allopathic physicians, as it is consj,,.. 
ed utterly impossible that such imponderable particles can produce any “ : 
ficial or prejudicial effect; andthe Academy of Medicine of Paris, when official 
condemning the doctrine, asserts, in support of this argument, that great dano.. 
arises from it “in frequent and serious cases of disease, where the physi ra 
may do as much injury, and cause no less mischief, by ineffectual means ;. 
by those which are prejudicial.” 

This is perhaps one of the most important points of the Homeopathic doe. 
trine. If these fractional doses are inert, and yet the disease is cured, th, 
must the successful treatment be solely ascribed to the dietetic regimen an; 
the efforts of nature. However, experience has afforded abundant proofs th: 
these infinite atoms do produce positive and evident effects. What appear: 
to our feeble organs an atomic fraction may produce phenomena on the or 
ganism which we cannot comprehend, but should not therefore be denic: 
Let one grain of iodine be dissolved in one thousand five hundred and sixt; 
grains of water, the solution will be limpid; let two grains of starch be dis 
solved in two ounces of water and added to the first solution, and the liquo: 
will forthwith assume a blue tint. In this experiment the grain of iodin 
has been divided into one 15360th. Dissolve the four-hundredth part of 
water, and the hydric-sulphite will bring it into evidence. Let a five-thous- 
and part of arseniate of ammonia be dissolved in five hundred thousand parts 
of water, and the addition of the smallest proportion of nitrate of silver wi! 
obtain a yellow precipitate. Numerous experiments of a similar nature maj 
be daily resorted to, to prove that the most minute particles of two sub- 
stances possessed of chemical affinities may be brought into action, althoug) 
diluted ad infinitum. Bnut the power that the smallest particle possesses in 
producing natural phenomena cannot be more evidently proved than by 
Spallanzani’s experiments in fecundation. This physiologist having wrappet 
up a male frog in oiled silk, fecundation could not take place; but having 
collected on the point of a camel-hair pencil a particle of the fecundising 
fluid, he succeeded in vivifying thousands of eggs. Surprised at this result, 
he dissolved three grains of the secretion in a pound of water, and one glo- 
bule of the solution was endowed with the same faculty. In this case the 
globule of water only contained 2994687500th part of one grain. This cur- 
ous experiment has been tried with a similar result by Prevost and Dumas 
How imponderable and impalpable must be the effluvium which enables the 
dog to track his master for miles! the particle of otto of roses that perfumes 
a whole chest of clothes! and what must the power of the aroma be whic! 
is preserved for thousands of years in some Egyptian mummies! Would the 
vulgar believe in the wonders of the solar and gaseous microscopes unles 
they were exposed to view! where we behold in amazement myriads of 10- 
dividuals in one drop of fluid, each of them as perfect i in organisation as could 
have been the mighty mammoth of old or the sagacious elephant of our days 
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endowed with distinct habits, destructive and reproductive propensities and 
















































culties. 

it has been advanced by the opponents of homm@opathy that the insignifi- 
ant dose of three or four medicinal globules cannot possess any power, since 
one might swallow a thousand of them with impunity. To this it is answer- 
ed, that it is only under certain morbid conditions that these medicines act 
by their homeopathic affinities. Moreover, it is well known that small doses 
medicinal substances will frequently produce more powerful effects than 
larger quantities. Tartar-emetic, sugar of lead, calomel, afford daily instances 
of this fact; and it is also admitted that many substances act differently upon 
the healthy or the sick. An individual in health can take any food without 
apprehension ; but when his functions are deranged, the slightest imprudence 
in regimen may lead to serious consequences. There are primordial and in- 
«rutable peculiarities in our constitution that cannot be accounted for; and 
the medicine which relieves one patient will aggravate the sufferings of 
others. ‘The exhalations of the American rhus are deadly to some persons, 
but innocuous to others; and many poisons which cause instantaneous death 
to some animals may be given with safety to others. Whence hasarisen the 
controversy regarding damp sheets, which many maintain are not dangerous, 
simply from the fact that a healthy person with a vigorous circulation may 
sleep in them with impunity, when a feeble and languid subject will be ex- 
posed to seme dangerous determination of blood ? 


An illustrious writer already quoted thus expresses himself on this mat- 
ter:* * The virtues of medicines cannot be fairly nor beneficially ascertained 
by trying their effects on sound subjects, because the peculiar morbid condi- 
tion which they are calculated to remove does not exist.” It may be said that 
this observation militates against the homeopathic experiments, and to a cer- 
tain extent itevidently does; but it cannot be inferred that because a medi- 
cinal substance will occasionally act differently in health and in disease, that 
itmay not frequently operate in a similar manner when the morbid condition 
does prevail, since it is generally admitted that medicines act in a relative 
manner according to the state of the system. Hence classifications of medi- 
cines are too frequently erroneous and imperfect. The doses of medicines 
determine their effects. Linneus says, “ Medicines differ from poisons, not 
in their nature, but in their dose;” and Pliny tells us aphoristically, “ Ubi 
virus, bi virtus.” According to their doses, medicines will produce a ge- 
neral or a local effect; and Dr. Paris, whom I feel much gratification in 
quoting, lays down as a rule that “substances perfectly inert and useless 
in one dose may prove in another active and valuabe.” It will be foreign 
to the nature of this sketch to enter more fully into this most important 
subject; but the cases which shall be adduced will be deemed sufficient 
‘0 convince the most incredulous, of the power of homeopathic doses. 

Those who have denied this property have boldly attributed homeopa- 
thic cures to dietetic means. Admitting this statement by way of argu- 
ment, surely, if any observer, by ascertaining the peculiar action of our in- 
gesta, can so regulate the regimen as to produce salutary effects without 
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the aid of medicine, mankind would be most essentially benefited. Ho, 
many persons do we not daily meet with, who have never taken any mp. 
dicine since their childhood, when maternal care strove to destroy thej; 
digestive organs with apothecary’s stuff, and who regulate their fyne. 
tions by mere attention to their mode of living. I know one gentle. 
man, a physician, who relieves constipation by green chilies; another, wit), 
cold milk; a third, with warm milk; in some habits spinach and sorre| 
willact as a powerful and safe aperient; in others, cheese, or a hard egg, 
will operate ina contrary way. Fermented and spirituous liquors all possess 
specific properties. Some gouty persons cannot drink Claret without bring. 
ing on a paroxysm, and others dread a glass of Champagne or Burgundy, 
Nay, different wines have been known to bring on arthritic attacks in par. 
ticular parts; and I have known Champagne to produce gout in the wrist, 
and Burgundy in the knee, in subjects who under other circumstances never 
experienced the disorder in those articulations. Our peculiar aversion, nay, 
our dread, of various alimentary substances are well known. The odour of 
cheese, of strawberries, have occasioned fainting and convulsions; and in 
certain constitutions several articles of diet bring on indigestions. In short, 
the study of our ingesta is one of the greatest importance; and here again 
the Homeopathist is entitled to our best thanks. 


This investigation will moreover prompt physicians to be more attentive in 
inquiring into the various effects of alimentary and medicinal substances on 
their patients. Instead of hastily drawing out routine prescriptions for such 
and such a disorder, they will accurately ascertain the physical and moral 





condition of the subject, taking into due consideration previous habits, pre- 
dispositions, and pursuits in life. Indeed, it would be desirable that practi- 
tioners followed the example of army medical men, who keep an exact regis- 
ter of every individual they attend, and in which is diligently recorded every 
circumstance connected with the disease and its treatment. 


Moral influence has also been called into aid in opposition to this practice, 
and cures have been attributed to the mere power of fancy and credulity. 
We have certainly known superstition and mental imbecility to be produc- 
tive both of good ahd evil,—to have created maladies, and cured others; but 
Homeopathy has succeeded when the patient was unaware of the treatment 
to which he was submitted. But, conceding the point, and admitting that 
inert substances, such as starch, (and this experiment was resorted to in Paris) 
may have obtained singular beneficial result,—the results of a weak imagina- 
tion, this circumstance alone would be illustrative of the power of moral 
agency; and who would not gladly wish for a mental relief in lieu of a nav- 
seating and injurious course of medicine? 

Others will exclaim, although the Homeeopathist disavows the vis medica- 
trix nature, that he solely succeeds by leaving the malady to the salutary 
efforts of the constitution. Here again we must admit, that were we to leave 
many diseases to run their course, we might be more successful in obtaining 
a cure than by rash and detrimental interference, founded on the principle 
that a physician “ must order something.” 

But the facts I am about recording,—facts which induced me, from having 
been one of the warmest opponents of this system, to investigate carefully 
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and dispassionately its practical points,—will effectually contradict all these 
assertions regarding the inefficacy of the Homeopathic doses, the influence 
of diet, or the agency of the mind; for in the following cases in no one in- 
stance could such influences be brought into action. They were (with scarce- 
ly any exception) experiments made without the patient’s knowledge, and 
where no time was allowed for any particular regimen. They may, moreover, 
be conscientiously relied upon, since they were made with a view to preve 
the fallacy of the Homeopathic practice. Their result, as may be perceived 
yy the foregoing observations, by no means rendered me a convert to the ab- 
surdities of the doctrine, but fully convinced me by the most incontestable 
facts that the introduction of fractional doses will soon banish the farrago of 
nostrums that are now exhibited to the manifest prejudice both of the health 
and the purse of the sufferer. 

Case 1.—A servant-maid received a blow of a stone upon the head. Severe 
headache, with dizziness and dimness of sight, followed. Various means were 
resorted to; but general blood-letting @ould alone relieve the distressing 
symptoms, loca) bleeding not having been found of any avail. The relief, 
however, was not of long duration, and the distressing accidents recurred 
periodically, when abstraction of blood became indispensable. Reduced by 
these frequent evacuations, I was resolved to try the boasted “ bleeding 
globules” of the Homeeopathist, when to my great surprise, I obtained the 
same mitigation of symptoms which the loss of from twelve to sixteen ounces 
of blood had previously accomplished. Since the first experiment no vene- 
section became necessary; and the returns of the violent headache were in- 
variably relieved by the same means. 

Case II.—An elderly woman was subject to excruciating headache, with 
an evident determination of blood to the brain. Numerous leeches were con- 
stantly applied. The usual remedies indicated in similar affections were re- 
sorted to, but only afforded temporary relief. A Homeopathic dose of aconite 
was given, and the relief that followed was beyond all possible expectation. 

Case III.—My much esteemed friend Dr. Grateloup of Bordeaux was sub- 
ject to frequent sore throats, which were only relieved by local blood-letting, 
cataplasms, &c. but generally lasted several days, durmg which deglutition 
became most difficult. I persuaded him to try a dose of the belladonna, 
neither of us having the slightest confidence in its expected effects. He 
took the globules at twelve o’clock, and at five P. M. the tumefaction of the 
tonsils, with their redness and sensibility, had subsided to such an extent that 
he was able to partake of some food at dinner. The following morning al! 
the symptoms, excepting a slight swelling, had subsided. 

Since this period Dr. G. has repeatedly tried the same preparation in 
similar cases, and with equal success. In my own practice, I can record 
seven cases of cynanche tonsillaris which were thus relieved in the course of 
a few hours. 

Case I1V.—H.—, a young woman on the establishment of the Countess of 
——, was suffering under hemiplegia, and it was resolved by Dr. Brulatour 
and myself to try the effects of the nux vomica. At this period the wonders 
of the Homeopathic practice had been extolled to the skies by its advo- 
cates, and we were resolved to give one of their supposed powerful prepara- 











oe 








64 


tions a fair trial. The girl was told that the powder she was about to ta, 
was simply a dose of calomel; and on calling upon her the following ior). 
ing we did not expect that the slightest effect could have been obtained }, 
this atomic dose, when, to our utter surprise, the patient told us that she has 
passed a miserable night, and described to us most minutely all the symp. 
toms that usually follow the exhibition of a large dose of strychnine, |, 
is but fair to mention that the Homeopathic treatment did not cure the djc. 
ease ; but the manifest operation of this fractional dose, that could not possih), 
be denied, is a fact of considerable importance. 

Case V.—Mrs. of Brompton, Bow, had laboured under hetie fever {,; 
several months, and was so reduced by night perspirations, that she was o 
the very brink of the grave. Called into consultation, I frankly told he; 
husband that every possible means known in the profession had been mos: 
judiciously employed, and that I saw no prospect of obtaining relief. At thp 
same time I mentioned to him that the Homeopathic practitioners pretend. 
ed that they had found the meags of relieving these distressing symptoms, 
which he might submit to an experimental trial if he thought proper. He 
immediately expressed his wish that it should be adopted. I gave her 
Homeopathic dose of phosphoric acid and stannum; and, to the surprise of 
all around her, the night sweats did not break out at their usual hour,—three 
o'clock in the morning. What renders this case still more interesting is the 
fact of these perspirations recurring so soon as the action of the medicine 
ceased; a circumstance so evidently ascertained, that the patient knew the 
very day when another dose became necessary. 

Case VI.—A daughter of the same lady was subject to deafness, which | 
attributed to a fulness of blood. This cause I clearly ascertained by the re- 
lief afforded by the application of a few leeches behind the ear. I was 
therefore induced, on a recurrence of the complaint, to endeavour to diminish 
vascular action by a dose of aconite. The effects were evident in the 
course of four hours, when the deafness and the other symptoms of local con- 
gestion had entirely disappeared. 

I could reeord many instances of similar results, but they would of course 
be foreign to the nature of this work. J trust that the few cases I have re- 
lated will afford a convincing proof of the injustice, if not the unjustifiable 
obstinacy, of those practitioners who refusing to submit the Homeopathic 
practice toa fair trial, condemn it without investigation. That this prac- 
tice will be adopted by quacks and needy adventurers, there is no doubt, 
but Homeopathy is a science on which numerous voluminous works have 
been written by enlightened practitioners, whose situation in life placed 
them far above the necessities of speculation. Their publications are not 
sealed volumes, and any practitioner can also obtain the preparations they 
recommend. Jt is possible, nay, more than probable, that physicians 
cannot find time to commence a new course of studies, for such this investi- 
gation must prove. If this is the case, let them frankly avow their utter 
ignorance of the doctrine, and not denounce with merciless tyranny a pra 
tice of which they do not possess the slightest knowledge. | 

Despite this absolute persecution that Hahnemannism (as this doctrine }s 
ironically denominated) is at present enduring, every reflecting and unpre- 














judiced person must feel convinced that, although its wild and untenable 
theories may not overthrow the established systems, (if any one system 
can be called established,) yet its study and application bid fair to operate 
an important revolution in medicine. The introduction of infinite small 
doses, When compared at least with the quantities formerly prescribed, is 
gradually creeping in. The history of medicine affords abundant proofs of 
the acrimony, nay, the fury, with which every new doctrine has been 
impugned and insulted. ‘The same annals will also show that this spirit 
of intolerance has always been in the ratio of the truths that these doc- 
trines tended to bring into light. From the preceding observations, no 
one can accuse me of having become a blind convert to Homeopathy ; 
but I can only hope that its present vituperators will follow my example, 
and examine the matter calmly and dispassionately ere they proceed to pass 


a judgment that their vanity may lead them to consider a final sentence. 
Nd. 





THERAPEUTIC OBSERVATIONS 
ON 
CARBO VEGETA BILIS, 


BY 
C. HERING. 


Carso VecErasiis, though so often applicable in the abuse 
of Quinine, is still more so, as an antidote to the injurious effects 
of Calomel, particularly for the sensitiveness to every change of 
weather, by which its use is so frequently attended. A high 
state of atmospheric temperature, often causes nausea and sick- 
ness of the stomach, which are greatly aggravated by partaking 
of the tepid or otherwise bad water of large cities. These 
symptoms (very often to be met with in persons who, by their 
profession, are exposed to the severest heat of the day) have been 
frequently relieved by Carbo Vegetabilis, even in some cases, 
where by the palliating, but too sudden cooling effect of ice- 
water, asthenic fever had been induced. The latter was some- 
times accompanied by diarrhoea, and in such cases Bryonia was 
administered, either previously, or subsequently to Carbo Veg. 
It appears singular, that carbonic acid, so well known for 
its refreshing coolness, was of no avail in these affections. A 
third, equally new observation, we owe to one of the most zeal- 
ous friends and advocates of Homeopathy, who, for want of a 
physician, was compelled to attend his own child. It was but a 


few weeks old, when, in spite of the utmost attention to clean- 
6* 
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liness, it became excoriated to such a degree, that the epiderm(, 
was destroyed, not only at the usual places, but also behind the 
ears and about the neck, presenting raw surfaces of considerable 
extent. Sulphur and Lycopodium relived the little sufferer jy 
some measure, but Carbo Veg. very soon effectually cured him, 
We have since had occasion to observe this effect of Carbo Veg, 
in several other instances. j 

During the autumn of 1833, the whooping-cough prevailed ey. 
demically in Philadelphia, and the usual remedies, such as Drosera, 
Cina, Veratrum and Sulphur, had but little effect in relieving the 
paroxysms, which generally ended’ with vomiting ; but upon ad. 
ministering Carbo Veg. the disease soon yielded. The same 
beneficial effect was experienced by other practitioners in 1836, 
and we likewise found that in the catarrhal stage of the disease, 
as well as for its sequela, it could also be relied on. In catarrhs 
attended with a characteristic hoarseness in the morning or at 
night, Carbo Veg. is often beneficial. The influenza in the 
autumn of 1834, generally yielded either to Hepar Sulph. or to 
Merc. Viv.; but when the hoarseness, just mentioned, remained 
or recurred efter a new cold, it was removed by Carbo Veg. 
We also succeeded in curing a considerable number of cases of 
“the mumps” with Carbo veg., though Merc. solub. is the usual 
remedy for that disease. 

This observation, in conjunction with the one mentioned at the 
beginning of these remarks, indicate an affinity between Mercury 
and Carbo Veg., whilst the curative effects of the latter in re- 
moving the injurious consequences of ice water, appear more- 
over, to confirm its affinity to Arsenic, which is already establish- 
ed by the fact that both remedies are often. employed in inter- 
mitting fevers, and that they have characteristic burning pains, 
offensive and easily bleeding ulcers and many other symptoms 
in common. When Carbo Veg., thus appears to rank between 
two such different metals, it follows, that its affinity with the two, 
relates to different spheres of action, as we may see by the 
diagnostics of these remedies. Lachesis is one of the antidotes 
of Carbo Veg., either, when the latter has been taken in its crude 
state, or Homeeopathically prepared, particularly when its effects 
are manifested by soreness of the gums, mouth, or throat. 

From the effects of Carbo Veg., we also see demonstrated the 
important truth, that the patho-genetic and the therapeutic effects 
of medicinal agents perfectly correspond with their chemical ac- 

















on, Which we see also exemplified in the effects of Arsenic, 
(austicum, Kreosot, Cantharides and Lachesis which removes 
symptoms similar to those produced by the bite of a snake. 
Dr. Franz in treating of Ranunculus bulbosus also remarks, that 
‘he local symptoms occasioned by the external application, and 
those proceeding from its internal are identical, and Y...... 
makes the same remark in regard to Ranunculus sceleratus. In 
order to become duly impressed with the practical import of 
this proposition, we ought to consider it in its connexion with 
other doctrines and demonstrate its relation thereto, which our 
space will not permit us to do on the present occasion. We, 
therefore only remark, that Hahnemannism, or the patho-genetic 
action of certain substances, bears the same relation to general 
organic action, that electricity bears to magnetism. This propo- 
sition is of the same importance in Homeopathy that Oe6er- 
stedt’s electro-magnetism is in natural philosophy. 





LITERATURE. 


Principles of Homceopathy.—By P. Curie, M. D. formerly Sur- 
geon in the Military Hospital of Paris; Member of the Parisi- 
an Homeopathic and Gallican Societies, etc. London 1837. 


Those, who accord “ respectability” mainly to extrinsic proper- 
ties, will hereafter not deny it to Homeopathy, if thev will but 
takea glance at this most splendid work on Homeeopathy. 

The reader already acquainted with our science will find little 
news in this work. It contains however, a very judicious selec- 
tion of all materials extant, arranged with French precision and 
clearness, which has often been too much overlooked in some 
works designed for the public. It is not without pleasure, that 
we have perused in it old familar truths, embodied in so attrac- 
tive aform. As a specimen of the manner in which the author 
treats his subject, we will give the following extract :-— 

“Tt will be remarked, that we consider the Hommopathic regimen only as 
accessory, not curative; and that, consequently, there is a wide difference 
between the Homeopathic school and that which has been called the ezx- 
pectant—that which looks to the efforts of nature for every thing, and pro- 
claims diet, water and exercise, to be sovereign remedies. 


No doubt, diet, water, and exercise, are excellent things. Unquestionably, 
for him who has too constantly remained within doors, it may be well to pre- 
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scribe exercise. To another, who has gorged himself with the delicac;,. 
of the table, it may be proper to recommend moderation in eating, ang ;, 
dictate such a diet as will give the alimentary system time to recover frp, 
the effects of repletion. And, to him, who has indulged in an excess of Wine, 
it may be wise to prescribe water; to deprive him for a time of that in whic, 
he has indulged to excess, is easily understood; and it may alone be sufficjen, 
to re-establish health, which the abuse of it had deranged. 

We should not have mentioned the expectant school at all—as it enjoy; 
eredit only with those who are absurdly credulous, had it not been that y; 
have always been represented as ranging ourselves under its banner. Those, 
who have seen the success of the Homeopathic treatment could not we! 
deny it; but they have preferred attributing this success to the regimen, 
and not to the principle, and to that curative virtue of Homeopathic doses 
which we proclaim. Their arguments appear to us quite unfounded. It j: 
easily seen, that our regimen is infinitely less severe, than that, which is 
commanded by certain other medical schools; for we always allow to ou 
patients a quantity of substantial nourishment in accordance with their ap- 
petite and digestive powers. 

It is true that, even in this objection, our system of diet is, so far, well un- 
derstood ; but its excellence is dependent on this, that it does not injure the 
constitution of the patient, and more especially on its favoring the most sim- 
ple and beneficent therapeutic whick has ever existed. But on this point, 
it has justly been asked,—if Homeopathy has really performed so many won- 
derful cures by its dietetic prescriptions alone, are not the routine practition- 
ers criminal if they continue to torment their patients with bleedings, leeches, 
cupping, setons, artificial ulcers, hot irons, disgusting draughts, pills, and 
other kinds of dangerous and repugnant medicines ? 

Assuredly, if the Homeopathic regimen contributes to the preservation of 
health, it has no more power than any other system in destroying disease. 
And those who advance the opinion, that it is the strict attention to diet ex- 
acted by the Homeopathic physician which alone produces a cure, ought to 
feel the absurdity of supposing examples of such as cholera, typhus, or bili- 
ous fevers being cured by such means; and, as regards chronic disorders, no 
one has effected their cure by a regulated diet alone. We know, on the 
contrary, that by adhering for a long time to a low diet, the organs of diges- 
tion are weakened, the susceptibility of the nervous system increased, and 
that thus new disorders may be produced. All this is so true, that it is only 
those of the routine physicians who have very naturally lost confidence in 
their art, who have adopted this do-nothing practice. 

The argument of our opponents is the less reasonable, even allowing it to 
be possible to cure by regimen alone; for, in that case of what use are the 
long anc difficult studies of the medical practitioner? and why does he de- 
vote his time to them if they lead to nothing better than to simple diet’ 
This would be placing a very low value upon the labours of those who have 
devoted their lives to the advancement of a science, which they consider one 
of the most important; it would be placing that science itself in a low rank. 
and it would leave little hope to those who expect to derive from it some 
alleviation of their sufferings.” 
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«In the preceding pages, I have endeavoured to establish the following 
truths: 

1. That the principle of Homeopathic medical science—the law, similia 
smilibus curantur, is re-organized in every known popular remedy. 

» That it explains, in a striking manner, a multitude of cures selected 
som the practice of all the former schools of medicine. 

8. That all specifics, scientific and popular, are in strict accordance with it. 

Hahnemann has directed the whole force of his genius to raise the thera- 
seutic branch of medicine to the rank of a positive science, by giving it a fixed 
law for its basis ;—and he has succeeded.” 

“The doctrines of Hahnemann open a new era in medical science, throw 
ight on many subjects which were previously involved in deep obscurity and 
supersede that confused mass of opinions and formule which made the doc- 
trines of the old school either incomprehensible or untenable. They intro- 
4yce order and certainty where formerly reigned disorder and doubt. Medi- 
cines whose efficacy has been ascertained by actual experiment upon healthy 
individuals, will henceforth be preferred to the capricious use of those, which 
have gained a universal celebrity, owing solely to their successful, but hap- 
hazard application in a few solitary cases of disease. * 

Whether the time has yet arrived, when the passions and prejudices of pro- 
fessional men are sufficiently allayed, to admit of their investigating this dis- 
covery with that calmness which its importance demands,—I sha]] not pre- 
tend to say; but, assuredly, the time is now past, to meet it with such excla- 
mations ‘as impossible!’ ‘absurd!’ ‘to ridiculous to deserve notice!’ etc. 
Experiment is in the power of every enquirer, and, to that test, it will be put 
by all who are interested in the health of mankind. 

Questions, indeed, of far less importance to the community, have been sub- 
m.:ted to the investigation of a committee of enlightened and impartial indi- 
viduals; and I know not why a similar course should not be pursued in the 
present case. It ought to be remembered, that this is not a matter of trivial 
importance, but one which is intimately connected with the welfare and hap- 
piness of the whole human race. 

Were an hospital provided, in which the Homeopathic mode of treatment 
was permitted to be exclusively followed, and a committee of competent and 
conscientious physicians appointed to observe, register, and report the effects 
produced by it,—I have the fullest confidence, that the experience even ofa 
few months would be sufficient to convince them of the truth of the principle, 
that ‘like cures like,’ as well as of the curative effects of ‘ Infinitesimal 


Doses.’ ”” Nd. 
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HOMCEOPATHIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Dr. Curie of London in a letter to Dr. Hering of this city, says—that by the 
indefatigable zeal of Mr. Leaf, he has been enabled to establish a Homa@opathic 
Dispensary in London, (No. 21, Finsbury Circus) Secretary of the Institution, 
Mr. F. Blagdon Harral, Surgeon, etc. Homeopathic medicines are dispensed 
gratuitously to the sick poor, and patients received every morning from eight to 
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ten o’clock. To professional men every facility is given for testing the Hom», 
pathic mode of treatment. During two years, Dr. Curie has administer... 
Homeopathic remedies to the poor at his own residence; but his Consultation. 
having been private, the cases, though numerous, and in many instance. 
important, have not borne the stamp of authenticity. This institution ,,; 
henceforth give to every case a public and valid character. He mentions a). 
that he has a work on the Homeopathic practice of medicine in press, and ~ 
ina few months, he will be prepared for the publication of a Homeopat) . 
Journal. | 

Liege,— Belgium. We have received from Dr. Malaise of Liege, his“ (}j,;. 
que Homeopathique.” When Dr. M. commenced to practice Homeopathy in 
the province of Liege, there was no other Homeopathic physician in Belgiyy,, 
and now, he says there is scarcely a town, where there are not one or more prec. 
titioners. At Brussels Homeopathy is the prevailing system among the jp. 
bility and men of intelligence and distinction. The number of physician: 
practicing Homeopathy in that city is from eight to ten, chiefly old practi. 
tioners, who have entirely renounced the Alleopathic practice. The state 
of Homeopathy in Belgium is therefore very satisfactory. ‘But, says Dr. 
M.’* it is not without great difficulty and many contests that I have been 
able to make our cause triumph in my native city. During the presence of 
the epidemic cholera, I had a considerable number of sick under my care, 
and have obtained the most satisfactory results ; but after the abatement of 
the epidemic and without its being known by what means [ had been able to 
cure it, the most absurd reports were spread about Homeopathy, and my 
frightened patients, even those who owed their preservation to it, would not 
return tomy art, and for six entire months, I hardly saw a patient.* Su: 
tained by a good conscience and conscious of the superiority of the new ar’, 
the immense advantages of which I had learned fully to appreciate, this ¢ 
not however, discourage me, and I employed the leisure which was forced 
upon me, to initiate myself more and more in the knowledge of the German 
language. Various fortunate circumstances contributed to keep up my 
courage in adversity; by perseverance I finally triumphed over my numer- 
ous enemies and I am now engaged in a large and extended practice, chiefly 
among well educated and enlightened persons. A controversy, which I had 
to sustain in the political journals, against one of the most virulent adversa- 
ries of Homeopathy, and out of which I came victorious, did much to enlight- 
en the public on a doctrine, which at one time was pronounced as nothing, 
and at another as a murderous method, by means of poisons, which it was pre- 
tended it made use of.” 

M. Jahr, formerly President of the Homeopathic Society at Liege, avu- 
thor of the Manual, has been appointed Homeopathic physician to the House 
of Lady Campbell. 

France.—Homeopathy is making rapid progress in France ; half of the 
new ministers are in favor of it; namely Messrs. Gasparin, Guizot, and 
Duchatel. 

Dr. Harris Dunsford, writes to the editor of the Bibliotheque Homeops- 
thique in Geneva, that Mr. Langoton, in consequence of the cure of his wife 
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iii: nieces 


71 


; Homeopathy, had established in his borough eighteen miles from Oxford 
, mall Homeopathic Hospital. Dr. H. D. has been also called to attend the 
“ pee Hahnemann’s son-in-law has deposited a large stock of 
Yomeeopathic medicines in London, (Alfred str. 35, Bedford Square.) 

“ Jtaly.—Dr. Luizzi, writes from Rome, that the number of Homeopathic 
pysicians Was increasing daily in Italy. In Rome particularly, notwith- 
sanding the opposition, this system was making great progress among the 
«blic. Dr. L. has many of the most distinguished Romans under his care, 
gong others he is treating now with success the Secretary of State Cardi- 
-s] Lambrushini, a man of the highest distinction. 








Nd. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


An excellent writer (Homeopathische Bekehrungs Episteln,) says: The 
soiety of Alleeopathy, and that moreover its bright side, is a badly compre- 
bended and still worse executed Homeopathy. For that part of the old 
system belonging to the specific method is nothing but an ill comprehended 
Homeopathy, and does more harm than good on account of its being prac- 
ticed by large doses and according to material views. 





We may do, what we please, it fares ill with Homeopathy; for if it cures 
: patient, it is of little consequence in the eyes of the opponents and even in 
those of impartial non-professional men, if the disease was quickly removed 
iy the suitable specific; for how could such a trifle as the Homeopathic 
nedicine is, cure a dangerous disease, and even rapidly! If the cure, how- 
ever, is protracted or the patient dies of an incurable disease, the Homeo- 
mthic physician is again accused, that he has done too little, that he ought 
‘ohave opposed it more energetic remedies, as the saying is. In short we 
ilways lose, do it well or not, as me may. 





“But I must first beg leave just to hint to you, that we may suffer very great de- 
triment by being open to every talker.”—Burke’s Speech to the Electors of 
Bristol in 1780. 


In No. 12, .v 1. of Dr. Dunglison’s, American Medical Library and Intel- 
igencer, we find the American Journal of Homeopathy introduced to the 
notice of Alleopathists. Surprised as we are that the editor, in his seif- 
complacency, should have condescended to mention a “cause so feeble,” in 
tis estimation as Homeopathy, it appears almost marvellous to us, that he 
exempts some of the new doctrines from his anathema, by pronouncing only 
“most of them (hence not all) as idle!” This eclectic condemnation is the 
punctum saliens of partially comprehended truth, slumbering in the editor’s 
mind, and which only needs to be awakened to activity in order to compel 
uum to confess of Hahnemann’s works what one of the ancient philosophers 
aid of Heraclitus: “whet I understand is so exquisite, that it gives assur- 





~— eee ew 





ee a 2 aap el te ay Nae tay he = tag ES 
poe I Stee ng ae % 
$ aS 


fi x 5 


G & * 


72 


ance of the excellency of those things, which are (at present) beyond my com. 
prehension.” As to the editor’s allusion to the want of that species of «;, 
genuity” by which “ hypotheses” may be framed into more plausible « shape,” 
we do not wonder; for little does he know, that it is the triumph of Homes. 
pathy to rest on a basis as firm as rock compared to the sophistic bubbles ¢; 
Allewopathy ; nor could he admit, that the lack of skill for the “exercise” of 
such legerdemain logic could easily be supplied from the immense stock a¢. 
cumulating in the works of Allwopathic “ingenuity.” And does not the 
editor himself give a specimen of this very same “ ingenuity” by attributing 
the progress of Homeopathy amongst the medical men of this country to 
“ profit.” Whether the writer by the use of this term means pecuniary o, 
scientific “ profit,” we are not told. We can assure him however, that whether 
he intends calumny or compiiment, what he says will have but little effect on ys 


By a letter received by Dr. Hering from Mr. Mure, Homeopathic physi. 
cian in Palermo, we perceive that Homeopathy is making also progress jp 
Sicily, and that several numbers of a Homeopathic Journal have beep 
published in Palermo, of which we shall give some extracts in due time, 
Drs D. Samuel Calandra, D. Antonino Deblan, the Chevalier Aceto and 
Mr. Maglienti, send their respects to the Homm@opathic physicians of 


America. 








PRINCIPLES. 
(From Alexis Eustaphieve’s Homeopathia Revealed.) 


Nature requires no other aid than what is necessary to insure, 
and gives her time to profit by the reaction of that mysterious 
elastic organism of life, over which she presides alone. 

Medicines have no healing or curative power in themselves, 

There is no such thing as local malady, disconnected from 
surgical cases, brought on by extraneous violence. 

Cure is merely an expulsion of disease. 

Two or more similar diseases cannot co-exist in the same 
body. 

The stronger of the co-existent diseases, whether it be artifi- 
cial or natural, will absorb the weaker. 

The cause alone, remote or immediate, as far as it can be 
traced, not the symptoms, is the true object of medical treat- 
ment. 

Disease is a disturbance of the healthy functions of the body. 

Every medicine disturbs the ordinary healthy functions, and 
consequently produces a disease. 

All remedies produce diseases in the healthy, and cure the like 
in the morbid state of the body. | 











